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ELQQR DEBATE

re c o g n i z e d  to o pen on LB 898.

S P E A K E R  KRISTENSEN: Th a n k  you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t  a nd m e m bers of the
Legislature. LB 898 is a p r i o r i t y  b i l l  t h a t  I a s s u m e d  and 
th o u gh t I w o u l d  never, ever introduce in m y  life. I did n ' t  run 
for the L e g i s l a t u r e  to do that. I never c a m p a i g n e d  to do that.
But, you know, w hat I d id sign u p  to do was to d o  the state's
business. A n d  that d o e s n ' t  m e a n  b u i l d i n g  m y  legi s l a t i v e  resume 
w i t h  p o pular things. That d o e s n ' t  m e a n  g o i n g  out and t e lling 
p e o p l e  what t hey w a n t  to hear. Th e  real w o r k  entails on what 
needs to b e  d o n e  and h o w  do w e  d o  that. A nd I w o u l d  tell you
t hat LB 898 is no t  the b ill t h a t  I wo u l d  b e  p r o u d  of if I was
out on th e  ca m p a i g n  trail. Bu t  I am v e r y  p r o u d  of that fact 
w h e n  I am h o p e f u l l y  d o n e  w i t h  this s e ssion a nd we look b a c k  to 
the things we n e e d e d  to do. A n d  the r e a s o n  f or t hat is, last 
fall, when we h a d  a S p ecial Session, b y  th e  way, last fall 
w a s n ' t  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a r d  S p ecial Session. N o n e  of us like to 
come back, but as yo u  rem e m b e r  in th e  S p ecial Session, there 
w e r e  some pr i n c i p l e s  that w e r e  l aid out an d  one of t hem was,
w e ' r e  no t  go i n g  to cut m o n e y  f rom aid to indi v i d u a l s  and we're
n o t  g o i n g  to t ake m o n e y  from TEEOSA, f rom state a id to schools. 
W e  di d  not. If yo u  look at w hat w e  d i d  d u r i n g  the Special
Session, y ou w ill see t he line t hat talks about ai d  to
education, the TEE O S A  aid t h a t  w e ' v e  established, t h ere's a 
go o s e  egg there. We t ook n o t h i n g  f rom that. W e  left Special 
Se s s i o n  w i t h  the h ope that thi n g s  w o u l d  get better. T h e y  did 
not. A n d  so as we b e g a n  this s e s s i o n  it b e c a m e  p a i n f u l l y  clear 
th a t  we were going to h a v e  to d o  a n u m b e r  of thin g s  t hat you've 
al r e a d y  he a r d  outlined, and m any  of yo u  h a v e  staked out 
posi t i o n s  and I t h i n k  don e a v e r y  g o o d  job of e x h i b i t i n g  the 
pa i n fu l choices yo u  h a v e  to make. E ach one of us w o u l d  h a v e  a 
d i f f e r e n t  plan. E a c h  one of us w o u l d  put d i f f e r e n t  parts into 
it. Bu t  one of the things t h a t  yo u  can't ignore is that 
e veryone needs to co n t r i b u t e  to this problem, a nd all areas need 
to try to c o n t rib ute to it. O n e - q u a r t e r  of the state budget
rests in state aid to schools. So far t hat o n e - q u a r t e r  hasn ' t  
c o n t r i b u t e d  to the problem. W e  w o u l d  like to h old that 
one- q u a r t e r  free if w e  could. But the issue is t hat I don't 
t h i n k  we can. An d  so as we b e g a n  this year, we h a d  to l ook for 
cuts; we looked to the A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  Committee. T h e y  h ave been 
t h r o u g h  a very d i f f i c u l t  process. T hey w o r k e d  v e r y  hard; they
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